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Social Work practice
[bookmark: _Hlk16196457]Problem Statement 
There are many social work problems currently that affect the community of Dallas County. The main issues are not limited to the following, incarceration, migration, high inequality in income and mental illness. Among this is the inequality gaps that exist in the provision of children services in the department of human services whereby a particular group of individuals are mostly favored than other groups (Anderson & Kirkpatrick, 2016). These problems are significant because they underwrite the significance of individual state of a person. Addressing these problems will support innovation, collaboration and expansion of proven, evidence-based programs to create meaningful, measurable progress on solving these and other urgent social problems in our current society.
Purpose of the study
The purpose of this study is to create evidence-based interventions to address inequality gaps that exist in the provision of children services in the Department of Human Services. The study design would be qualitative and variables that would be investigated include challenges that social workers face in their effort to provide long-term care to vulnerable children and youths. The social worker sampling will be 12 social workers working in the Department of Human Services located in Dallas Texas. The DHS is located in 2377 N Stemmons Fwy, Dallas County, Texas. All participants would be required to have worked for more than 20 clients in the past 12 months. Data for this qualitative study will be gathered through narrative interviews. 
Research Question(s) or Hypotheses
This research is guided by the following question:
1. What are the challenges that social workers face in their effort to provide long-term care to vulnerable children and youths?
Significance of the research 
The study findings will help my agency in many ways. It will help create a plan for a permanent solution to provide the children in the system that can help to respond to the racial and ethnic gaps in education, health, and financial security barriers. These findings will allow social workers to assist the children in the system better. The research will be conducted with the Dallas County Department of Human Services in Dallas, Texas. The results of this study will give the social worker ways of providing intervention to the impoverished families in which they serve. The bridges that will be better-communicating systems that will help social workers work for hand and hand with schools, churches, recreation centers, law enforcement to better assist these families as a community (Hansen, 2014). 
Theoretical framework of the research 
The theory will be social conflict theory. Social conflict theory helps explain power disparities, power structures, and the impact of people lives (Marx, 2018). Political, social, and economic power can be used wrongly to perpetuate various forms of oppression and injustice through structural inequality (Bywaters & Sparks, 2017). This theory will inform my study because of its key elements. The critical items in this perspective are that society is structured in ways to benefit a few at the expense of the majority, and factors such as race, sex, class, and age are linked to social inequality (Bywaters & Sparks, 2017). This theory assumes that it is based on offering a conceptual lens of social functioning. These frameworks focus on particular, recognizable features of a situation to guide what might be important considerations (Bywaters & Sparks, 2017).
Background of the research
Theme 1: Caregiving Burdens in Social Work
Okane & Phampilion (2016) asserted in their study that, social workers face substantial caregiving burdens when addressing the needs of vulnerable children and youths. These challenges are connected to the scarcity of community resources and the quality of services. 
Theme 2: Addressing Equality Gaps
To address the equality gaps in the provision of children services, caregiving interventions need to be intensive and individualized. The government can create opportunities by providing support and pathways out of poverty for working families. This can be achieved through investing state funds to support early college high school programs as well as other early childhood programs (SOTC Report, 2016). Other studies suggest an approach that strengthens services through research, legal instruments, and orphan care policy. 
Theme Three: Involving Parents
There is also a need for parent-caregiver partnerships because parents are vital sources of information about their children. Unfortunately, parents and social workers often forget to intervene on children's challenges at an individual level, simply because they think that such an approach is time and resources-consuming (Okane & Phampilion, 2016). 
Nature of the research study
[bookmark: _Hlk16132888]This work is based on the use of qualitative data. Qualitative data used in this research was retrieved from secondary materials such as books, article journals, online articles, and websites. 
Data types and sources of information
Different types of data can be collected, which include interviews and subsequent written transcripts. All data will be received by the use of appropriate types of equipment like voice recorder, cameras and video recorder. This information will be uploaded onto the computer and will be managed by myself. No one will have access to this data. This is to respect the confidentiality of all participants.  
Limitations, Challenges, and or Barriers
According to Dominelli (2016), first the social workers should uphold the value of service. Ethical Principle: their goals should gear towards helping the members of the community without demanding anything from them. Secondly, the social workers should ensure Social Justice Ethical Principle: they should strive to know if they are doing justice to all people they serve. Thirdly, social work officers should ensure Dignity as well as the worth of the Person Ethical Principle: they have to appreciate the importance of keeping professionalism to appear positive in all the social interactions they make. The NASW’s social justice code of ethics limits social inequalities by providing sensitivity to oppression and ethnic diversity. Therefore, social services must ensure that children have access to information to the services they need such as equality of opportunity and meaningful involvement in the decision making process. 
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